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A DAY IN THE LIFE
The newsletter Growing For
Market once published a list
of 10 ways to tell if a farmer
is having fun. One of them
was when farmers consider a
farm conference a vacation.
That is very true for us, except
we did escape to Chicago for
a day that included a relaxing
Amtrack ride. This week David
will be attending a new CSA
specific conference that will
not only cover the how tos of
CSA farming for beginners to
experienced growers, but also
take a look at the changing face
of CSAs as more farms partner
with other farms or offer
custom boxes, and the influx
of non farms, really distributors, associating themselves
with the CSA movement.
At the end of February I
will be attending the Midwest
Organic Farming Conference,
now in its 24th year. It has
come a long way from 100
people sharing a nun’s retirement quarters in Sinsinawa to
3,000 taking up the entire La
Crosse Convention Center. And
we have come a long way from
our first year with one member
19 years ago to our current goal
of 175 members. I will be concentrating on the workshops
covering establishing habitats
for beneficial and predator insects, innovative irrigation ideas
for small farms, and managing
water and fertility in the hoophouses. It’s a place to renew old
friendships and make new ones
that will last a lifetime. Check
out the website www.mosesorganic.org and come dine
and dance with the farmers.
survey results
An analysis of the 2012
survey that a record 107 of
Pinehold members participated
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csa sign up
We thank the people that
have already signed up for the
season as that money is literally
our seed money which now
approaches $3,000. Nearly 90
percent of our farm expenditures occur before we put
a seed in the ground. In the
“old” days of farming a local
bank would cover the operating expenses for a farm with a
revolving line of credit. So that
is one of the most important
things about supporting a
farm through a CSA membership, the members become
the George Bailey Building
and Loan providing a wonderful life for farmers like us.
We are at 20 percent of
our goal of 175 members. The
price for returning members
is $420 and it can be paid with
one check for the full amount,
2 checks with one for the current date and the second one
dated for July 1st, or, just write
as many post-dated checks as
you like as long as they add
up to $420. Post-dated checks
eliminates collection bookkeeping for me during our busy
farming season. Also remember
that through the generosity of
our members over the years
we have an Assistance Fund
that offsets up to $100 of the
cost. The Assistance Fund is
self-policing, so there is no
need to call us first if you feel
that you need the funds.
Our best marketing, like
many small businesses, is word
of mouth. So if you know of
anyone who maybe interested
in joining a CSA, please tell
them about our website www.
pineholdgardens.com where a
brochure and sign up form can
be found under the CSA tab.
Thank you for supporting us.
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